by which their invasion may either be prevented, or, if in spite of our exertions they may have broken in upon us, to seek how they may be most effectually combated and expelled."
At the opening of the second Session, on November 3rd, 1851, I again addressed you, and now it became my duty to give you some account of what had been done by us, and I took occasion to add to the general report of the papers read, and of the proceedings of various committees, a few observations with regard to our future operations and prospects.
Again, at the commencement of the third Session, on Nov. 1st, 1852, I accompanied the general report of past proceedings with observations somewhat more copious than those of the preceding year, and of a more general character.
You had thus heard my voice for three successive years, I fear usque ad nauseam, so, in order to relieve you from its monotony, and give some variety to the inauguration of the fourth Session, it suggested itself to me that it would be agreeable to all parties if I requested some other member of our body to deliver an opening address, and you will all remember how eloquently and efficiently Mr. Grainger fulfilled the duty thus confided to him, On the following year Dr.
Bird kindly undertook a similar task, and performed it with equal ability. How it happened that we did not continue this plan I hardly know. It seemed, however, by common consent, to be thought best that we should content ourselves for the future with a mere examination of the papers read, together with an abstract account of the proceedings of committees, and then proceed on our first meeting, as on any other, to carry out the object of our assembling, by the reading of some paper. Such has continued to be the practice for the last three years ; and from the very able manner in which our excellent Secretary, Dr. McWilliam, has, as it were, been my prompter behind the scenes, and furnished me with materials, I have really had little else to do but to read to you the report which he has with so much greater ability, and with so much more knowledge of the subject than myself, drawn up.
On the present occasion, however, I think it necessary formally to apprise you that he has done much more, having not only furnished an enumeration of the papers read last Session, but having given, in addition, an elaborate and most valuable account of the state of epidemic diseases as they have existed for the past year in various parts of the world. Now, although this account is drawn up in the form of an address, and, therefore, without these prefatory remarks, would appear to be my own From the time that the existence of cholera on the continent was known, our government appear to have been fully alive to the necessity of taking measures against the invasion of this country by that scourge. Quarantine restrictions were not resorted to, nor was the freedom of commerce, or of intercourse with other countries, at all interfered with; but every precaution short of these was taken by the authorities. All arrivals from the continent in the ports of this country, more especially in those having intercourse with Hamburgh, were carefully watched for cholera cases; and in those vessels where the disease was found to exist, a certain degree of isolation from other ships, and limitation of intercourse with the shore, were recommended, and as the adoption of these suggestions was attended but with very slight inconvenience, they were in all cases readily carried out. The sick sailors brought into the Thames were at once transferred to the Dreadnought hospital ship, and had occasion required, cholera hospital ships were ready for immediate use. The local authorities at the outports were exhorted to provide places of reception for poor passengers and seamen who might arrive suffering from cholera.
They were also furnished with the admirable provisional memorandum, drawn up by Mr. Simon, which earnestly urges upon local authorities the immediate and energetic exercise of the powers conferred on them by the Nuisances Eemoval Act, during the prevalence of cholera, diarrhoea, diphtheria, typhus, or any other kind of fever; and which also contains concise and clear suggestions for the prevention of these and other epidemic disorders. Small-pox in China. Some cases of small-pox broke out in the soldiers' quarters, and in the ships at Canton, in the first three months subsequent to our occupation of that city, but it never assumed an epidemic form. As the Chinese propagate small-pox by inoculation, the disease is always, to some extent, existing among them, and appears to become epidemic in the spring of each year. No stronger proof of the beneficial influence of vaccination can be adduced than that furnished by the men of the army and fleet in that country, who, although everywhere exposed in masses to foci of variolous contagion, from their free and unrestricted intercourse with the Chinese, nevertheless suffered but little from that loathsome malady.
In the spring months of the present year small-pox appeared among the troops, seamen, and marines, at Canton and Hong Kong; and in autumn the squadron to the northward was affected by the same disease. The cases were numerous, but, as a general rule, of a mild character, seldom proving fatal. 
